DRAFT



North Hero Selectboard



   Monday, May 19, 2008


   7:00 P.M.  North Hero School Library

In attendance:   Selectboard:   Jim Martin, Andre Quintin, Marie 



                                          Kilbride, and Robert Rouseau



          Board Clerk:    Jo-Ann Tier



          Guest:
                  Mary Jane Healey  l. 8:31 and Barry






      Hickok



           Town Clerk:      Ruth Miller


(Note)

Public Works:   Note: Kevin Daighnault… absent

CALL MEETING TO ORDER


The Selectboard meeting was called to order by Chair


Marie Kilbride at 7:00 P.M.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES FOR   MAY 05, 2008


Jim Martin made a motion to accept the minutes as read


This motion was seconded by Robert Rousseau…. discussion


Ruth Miller requested a change in the minutes… page 8 


Fourth paragraph .. Mr. Wilcox to explain the issues


He had with access to the books… words  “other auditors


Should be removed”.


Jim Martin asked that this motion be amended.. this was


Seconded by Robert Rousseau… hearing no further


Discussion.. this motion was carried 3-0.


Jim Martin made a motion that the minutes of May 05, 2008


Be accepted with the following change on page 8… which

Is to read   “ that Attorney Paul Gillies meet with Bart Wilcox so that Bart cant xplain the issues he has  with


Access to the books.  This motion being seconded by Robert


Rousseau.. hearing no further discussion.. this motion was


Carried 3-0.


Note:  Andre Quintin was absent from the May 05, 2008 meeting.

APPROVAL OF BILLS FOR PAYMENT


North Hero Payroll period date:  05/16/08

Warrant Report in the amount of $6,823.07 was


Signed for approval by Marie Kilbride, Robert Rousseau,


Andre Quintin and Jim Martin.



Check Warrant Report… 05/19/08

Discussion…

    Cost for cell phone was questioned.  Ruth

    Stated she would look into it.  Kevin has lots

    Of minutes may be making the cost more.

Referenced was that Mileage for personal truck should be verified.


This warrant for payment was signed in the amount of

$97, 6382.00 by: Marie Kilbride Robert Rousseau, Jim Martin and Andre Quintin.

  Note:  check written


13148  State of Vermont. Marriage fees  $15.00

            13149  State of Vermont. Animal fees      $417.00

            13150  State of Vermont. Fish & Wildlife   $98.00


 EFT   Neopost.. late charge..software      $85.00


Invoice from Paul Gillies

Andre Quintin made a motion that the Selectboard


Pay 50% of the line item in  question and that the Waterboard


pay 50%.. this was seconded by Robert Rousseau…


hearing no further discussion.. this motion was


carried 4-0.


Each slectboard signed the invoice with reference of the


Motion made by the board..

RECOGNITION OF VISITORS AND PUBLIC COMMENT


Barry Hickok asked to speak about the sub-division


On Butler Island.


He shared…  

=52 property owners have signed 



  A petition out of a possible 110 lots.



=Communication from (12/07/07) from a



  Jens Hike-Vermont Fish and Wildlife Dept.



  Was referenced… copy of said communication



  Was given so that copies could be made for


              The minutes, Planning Commission Chair and



  Town clerk.



=communication from eric Sorenson, community



  ecologist…(05/15/08)  Subject: Natural Areas



  Inventory and permission to visit your property…



  Copy of said communication was given so that

                          Copies could be made for the minutes, planning

                          Commission chair and town clerk.


At this time Marie Kilbride read the memo received 


From the Planning Commission…


“The planning commission is re-writing the zoning bylaws


and town plan and copies of the changes will be submitted


to the selectboard by October.  In the interim, the planning

             commission request a moratorium on subdivisions on butler


island per our discussion at your last meeting.  State


status allows for a two-year moratorium, but our suggestion


is three to six months.  This will allow us to conduct the


necessary studies to form a plan for the future development


on butler island.


Thank you in advance for your consideration.”


Note: copies of said memo distributed to Selectboard.


Discussion…………


Robert Rousseau made a motion for an immediate 


Moratorium for six (6) months on the sub-divisions


On butler.  This motion was seconded by Jim Martin….


Hearing no further discussion… this motion was carried


4 –0.

ADJUSTMENT OF AGENDA

· Board Action – Approval for Aquatic Nuisance Control Funds

REPORTS

Public Works

Kevin not at the meeting

Jim Martin reported -

Bid from Pike

Current price shared… Jim Martin feels the Town should

Go with price given. Board agreed.

Brush pile update

Mike Ewell was going to check for Kevin if the tub

Grinder will be free and if not what the charge would

Be.  Future agenda item.

The board asked jim to have Kevin develop a suggested charge Chart for brush taken to the landfill with

Comparisons of what other towns charge.

It was noted that no stumps to be taken to the landfill. Along With - once charges are established and approved.. 

Commercial people would pay the day of the delivery to

The landfill.

Lakeview Drive

Discussion of ditching near Curtis property… $1,000.00 to

$1,500.00 to complete..  not enough money in line item…

money could be taken from equipment rental…

Board agreed  that this could be done.  Note.no motion 

Made.

Stumps

Jim reported stumps have been taken care of.

Sunset View Road

Jim asked Kevin to grade Sunset View Road from

US route 2 to the farm house.

Water Operator

It was noted that town clerk’s office unable to reach

Jeff gratton this morning.

Discussion

Selectboard and Waterboard will be meeting on

Tuesday, May 27, 2008 to discuss..


….  Water Plant … weekend coverage

           …..   review of time slip form


….   Etc.   and, whatever has to be discussed

Town Clerk

       Ruth Miller announced she had a statement to read… ist

       Paragraph  “I participated in a meeting on Monday, May 12, 2008.

       I expected the purpose of this meeting was to open the lines of

       Communication between the Selectboard and myself as Town

       Clerk.  I went into the meeting prepared to listen, bargin in

       Good faith, and come to an understanding with the Chair of

       The Selectboard with the assistance of attorneys Paul Gillies

       And Bob Roesler………  etc…..

         Note:  a copy of what was read was distributed to each Board member and


       A copy given for  the attachment to  said minutes.

          The Board thanked Ruth for her sharing.

         A brief discussion took place on cemetery appropriations.

         Ruth informed the Board that she would have a financial

         Report for  next Selectobard meeting.

Board Discussion

Review of draft 2 – responsibilities for Selectboard

A brief review took place of draft # 2.  Andre stated

He had an interest in being the liaison between Fire

Department, police  and Rescue.

This item will be tabled until an appointment is made for

Selectmen.

Update on letters of interest to be on the Advisory Board

Marie Kilbride shared that the following names have been

Received for this meeting:

Ross Hamilton, Frank Dattilio, Skip Dorwaldt, and Ruth

Miller.

Marie Kilbride shared she would like to also be on this Board.

Update on letters of interest for Selectboard appointment

Chair reported that as of this date - no one has expressed an

Interest.

A review took place of where “notice of Position Vacancy”

Was posted…  web page, town clerk’ office, North Hero School,

And the islander.

      June 06, 2008 was date to submit a letter.

      Board suggested it appear again in the June 06 issue of 
      The islander.

       Suggestion was given to have “notice of position vacancy’

       Posted at the Harborside Market and Hero’s Welcome.

Update on school rental

Chair Marie Kilbride read the e.mail she received from

Tim Duff


“I spoke with George Nelson and touched base with the


building inspector at VT Department of Public Safety


today.  I have set up an appointment for an on site


meeting at the school on Tuesday, 5/20 at 1:00 P.M.  I


will most likely meet briefly with George before or after


as well.  I will try to e.mail you a drawing by the end of


next week”.

Marie stated she would be attending this inspection.  Robert

Rousseau expressed an interest to attend also.

Marie did attend the DRB Meeting with George Nelson

        Board action

Animal Control officer

Chair Marie Kilbride read letter of interest from

Thomas Cameron.

Concern was pointed out that he would not be available

During the day.

Discussion..

=$700.00 stipend for this position.

=It should be defined what is expected of this person.

=Having an ordinance in place.. Adv. Board could work

  on this once appointed.

=Town policy has no teeth to it

Board agreed that Marie Kilbride should ask Thomas

Cameron to attend a meeting so that a discussion can

Take place.


Appointment to recreation board

  
Name yet to be submitted


Name not submitted by Ethan Pearson.


Robert Rousseau shared that he attended their last


Meeting and felt the Recreation Board is doing an


Outstanding job.


Aquatic Nuisance Control Funds

Pelots Bay..


Grant Number AQ09-07


Jim Martin made a motion that Marie Kilbride sign


The grant for “Aquatic Nuisance Control Funds”.


This motion was seconded by Robert Rousseau.. hearing


No further discussion.. this motion was carried 4-0.

   Correspondence and Sharing


State of Vermont.. Policy and Planning Division


Marie Kilbride reviewed the materials received  on


The subject 2009 Enhancements Program Schedule and


Process.  Grant Application Form and instructions


Attached.


Board directed Jo-Ann tier to forward a copy to:


….   Jim Martin to review with Kevin


….   Tracy Giroux – Historical Society


….    Ruth Miller said she did not have a copy


Grand Isle County Sheriff’s Department


FY09 contract and budget for police services was


Distributed to each Select person.


Letter from Connie allen referenced that she would


Be happy to attend a meeting should the Board have 


Questions about the contract.


Discussion..


Board agreed to review contact and this would be an


Agenda item for June 02nd, 2008.


Invitation… pleaes join us!


Lake Champlain Internatoinal, Inc. invites our Board


And a guest to a reception celebrating the 27th 


Anniversary of the LCI Father’s Day Fishing Derby


June 13th  6:00 P.M.  Bayside Park  Colchester, Vermont.


Visiting Nurse Association

Letter from J. Churchilld Hindes, PhD read by Chair


Marie Kilbride… said letter  extended gratitude


To the support and appropriation of $6,304 for their


Agency.


Vermont Rural Fire Protection Task Force

Invitation extended for the upcoming Insurance


Service Organization (SIO) Workshop.


Board directed Jo-Ann Tier to send information received


To Fire Chief = Michael Murdock.


e.mail to george milo from bill hinman

Copy of said e.mail was copied to Chair Marie Kilbride


By Mr. Hinman.

A review  took place that the listers are voted by the people and Mr. Hinman is answerable to the Board of Select who hired him.


Note: Copy of said e.mail attached to the minutes.


VLCT 2009 Legislative Policy Development

Chair Marie Kilbride read communication received…


i.e. nominations needed for four committees.. 


Individuals nominated should be municial officials or


Employees and be knowledgeable in the committee


Area of responsibility.


Four Committies:  Pubic Safety





Quality of Life and Environment





Transportation





Finance, Administration and





  Intergovernmental Relations


Marie asked that data be filed should anyone wish


To complete the nomination form.


Vermont’s Largest Municipal Trade Show


Marie announced date set for  Thursday, October 2, 2008


Killington Grand Hotel, Killington, Vermont


911

The following communications were received by Town


Clerk and forwarded on to the Selectboard –



. letter from Ed Paya… requesting street


              numbers for 2 building lots on South End Road


            .e.mail parcel ID 04-02-097.. no 911 referencing camp




.e.mail .. street number needed for 04-02-162


It was notied that Lakeview and Abnaki Road also


Have concerns with 911 numbers.


Board agreed to have Marie Kilbride set-up a meeting


Between the listers and Selectboard to resolve this


Situation.


2008 Certificate of High Mileage


File copy of the North Hero “Certificate of Highway


Mileage” was received.


It was noted any highway mileage changes that occur


This year can be reported on next year’s certificate.


Stone Fill to Stabilize Shoreline Along US Route 2 Roadway

Information received from the Vermont Agency of


Transportation was duplicated and given to each 


Selectboard.


Correspondence from Michael Ewell, NWSWD

Correspondence requesting signature of Board in


Approval of holding a Household/CEG Hazardous Waste


Collection event in North Hero on October 4, 2008.


Robert Rousseau made a motion that Marie Kilbride sign


This request… this motion was seconded by Jim Martin…


Hearing no further discussion. .. this motion was carried


4-0.


It was suggested that Mr. Ewell be requested to have a


Household/CEG Hazardous Waste collection when summer


Folks could take advantage of this.


Marie Kilbride will be in touch with Mr. Ewell.


Permit Application..


Permit application for relocation of drive entrance


Per attached sketch plan (Krebs & Lansing 04/07/08)


Was reviewed.


Jim Martin made a motion that Marie Kilbride sign said


Application.. this was seconded by Andre Quintin.. hearing


No further discussion.. this motion was carried 4-0. 

   Executive session  - if need be

   Jim Martin made a motion to recess the meeting and to go

   Into executive session for personnel issues.  This motion was

   Seconded by Robert Rousseau… hearing no further discussion..

   This motion was carried.. 4-0.

    Note: Marie Kilbride shared that Skip Dorwaldt was invited to

    To sit in on this executive session because of his past involvement

     With the Selectboard.

     Those in attendance for this Executive session:  Marie Kilbride,

      Robert Rousseau, Skip Dorwaldt, Jim Martin and Andre Quintin.

Jim Martin made a motion to come out of Executive session and To       reconvene the meeting with no action to be taken.   This motion          was seconded by Robert

    Rousseau.. hearing no further discussion.. this motion was   

     Carried.

   Agenda building


June 02, 2008 Selectboard Meeting


Board Discussion…. Fy09 Contact/budget for police services





…  Request for a summer Household/CEG





      hazard waste collection.. Marie Kilbride

   adjournment

            Andre Quintin made a motion to adjourn the meeting… this motion

            Was seconded by Jim Martin.. hearing no further discussion.. this

            Motion was carried 4-0.









Respectfully Submitted,









Jo-Ann Tier

c. Selectboard

Town Clerk

File

Web Page

Statement from Town Clerk at 5/19/08 meeting

I participated in a meeting on Monday, May 12, 2008.   I expected the purpose of this meeting was to open the lines of communication between the Selectboard and myself as Town Clerk.  I went into the meeting prepared to listen, bargain in good faith, and come to an understanding with the Chair of the Selectboard with the assistance of attorneys Paul Gillies and Bob Roesler.

· Once again, a question was fielded pertaining to the payment of the retirement funds for Jeff Gratton, Water Plant Manager.  

1)  As I did previously, I explained my obligation to comply with State Statute and make payment through the Vermont State Employees Retirement System (VMERS).  

2)  In addition it was necessary to verify the qualification period for this employee.  This process has been completed and as of the May 12th meeting, there were no unresolved concerns.     

· The Town Clerk, by law, is the keeper of the records. 

1)  There is no authority for a member of the Selectboard, along with a Town Foreman, to remove paperwork from the storage trailer and subsequently review the records off town property with attorney, Paul Gillies, in attendance.  This paperwork must be returned to the Town Clerk for official storage.

2)  A simple misunderstanding between the Town Foreman and I has escalated and supposedly continues to be an issue.  This employee was told the Historical Society would be sorting through a stack of books and pamphlets left on the floor of the trailer.  He apparently relayed information that all the remaining paperwork would be destroyed.  This could have been easily resolved by a simple dialog between me and any member of the Selectboard.

· I was informed the Selectboard members may feel the Town Clerk’s office is “Ruth Miller’s office.”  

1) The Town of North Hero is paying rent for use of this space.  I am well aware the purpose of this office is to maintain our public records and serve its residents.

2) I support the concept of Town office space outside my home, but want the concept to be completed in the most economical fashion for the taxpayers of the Town of North Hero.

· A “non-trust issue” was brought forth by the Chair of the Selectboard.  

1)  I was elected by the people to serve the people and I affirm I have done nothing to warrant any mistrust by the Selectboard. 

2)  How can a Town Clerk serve as the hub of our local government when the following procedures have been instituted?


a. Establishing and utilizing a mailing address other than the town’s legal address

b. Withholding correspondence by establishing a file in a location other than in the official offices of the Town of North Hero  



c. Tape recordings of official meetings are not given to the Town Clerk’s office for 


preservation as required by the Retention Schedule of the State of Vermont.

· It is alleged, members of this Selectboard may have entered into inappropriate dialog with my Assistant during my absence.  

1)  Do you feel it’s appropriate to discuss my salary with an employee who is under my direct supervision?  

2)  When the Board was comparing salaries of Clerks in Grand Isle County, was it considered that I also serve as the Delinquent Tax Collector and brought in $15,840 as unbudgeted income?  Also, was it noted that I have invested town funds on a routine basis and have earned thousands of dollars, again in unbudgeted income?

· Authorization was given by the Selectboard without dialog between the Selectboard and the Town Clerk to the “Head of the Board of Auditors” to meet with legal counsel to discuss “issues the Board has with the Town Treasurer.”  

1) Other members of this Board of Auditors had no role in this lawsuit and purportedly do not support it.  The lawsuit that has come forth clearly avows it is “Herbert B. Wilcox vs. the Town of North Hero.”

2)  Before tax dollars are authorized to bring action against a town officer, by one member of an official Board serving this same town, would it not be appropriate to attempt to resolve this internal dispute by any, and all, means available to the Selectboard?

· What is the motivation for pursuing these issues and retaining legal counsel at the expense of our taxpayers?

1)  I do not plan to resign during this term of office and I am currently considering running for another term.

2) My time and energy will be devoted to performing my duties to the best of my ability and ensuring that all actions are within the law and in the best interest of the Town of North Hero.

Ruth M. Miller

Town Clerk/Treasurer

May 19, 2008
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