Draft


North Hero School Board



Meeting.. Wednesday.. September 03, 2008




  at North Hero School

In attendance:  School Board:  Rose Cheeseman, Andrew Julow





     Shelly St. Hilaire and Jennifer Gariety



   Superintendent:  Richard Taylor



   Principal:             Joey Bennink



   Board Clerk:        Jo-Ann Tier



   Guest:
         Gloria Maskell, Lorie Maskell, Rita





         Douglas, Leslie Tudhope, MaryDupont,





         Nicholas Kinney





         Did not sign in: Louise Guillette






and Jodi Paquette

Call Meeting to Order


Meeting was called to order by Chair Shelly St. Hilaire at 7:01 P.M.

Pledge of Allegiance


Pledge led by School Board…

Adjustment of Agenda


Board Discussion -  Board Vacancy


Approval of Minutes for July 30, 2008

Approval of Minutes for August 20, 2008


July 30, 2008


Jennifer Gariety made a motion to accept the minutes for


July 30, 2008 as read.. this motion was seconded by Rose Cheeseman..


hearing no further discussion.. this motion was carried 4-0.


August 20, 2008


Discussion…


Page 3….  Rose Cheeseman seconded the motion   re:  four (4) regional


pick-up stops for the North Hero students not Jennifer Gariety…Note:


Jennifer Gariety made the motion to amend.


Jennifer Gariety made a motion to accept the minutes for August 20, 2008


with the above noted correction… this motion was seconded by Rose 


Rose Cheeseman.. hearing no further discussion.. this motion was carried


4-0.

Comments & Questions From the Public Regarding Items Not on the Agenda


It was noted that discussions will take place further on in the meeting –


Re.. Essex Bus and other concerns of  the guest.

Superintendent’s Report


Tuition Waiver Policy

Superintendent Taylor distributed the change made in Policy Code F-14A


for Board review.


Rose Cheeseman made a motion to amend the Tuition Waiver Policy Code


F-14A to read as presented.  This motion was seconded by Jennifer 


Gariety.. hearing no further discussion this motion was carried 4-0.

Question was asked from one of the guest…what was being amended?  Ans.  Paragraph number one = second and third sentence were removed  which read as follows  “Said waivers shall be for the regular education tuition only and shall not apply to tuition charges for special education or vocational education services.


Expenses for special education and vocational education shall not be the


responsibility of North Hero School.”


Question was asked by a parent… who would pay for this expense should


something like this occur?  Ans.. from Superintendent Taylor… the


Town responsible  for the receiving student (s)… this is a State statute.

Principal’s Report


Staff/Building Update

It was a nice school start…


Afterschool program is shaping up ….


Teachers working hard in their rooms………..


More updates as the weeks go by…

Board Discussion


Essex School Bus

Chair shared with the parents that in 2005 it was approved by the


voters to have a bus take students to Essex High School…. After


seeking legal counsel the Board has decided to bring back to the voters.

It is the fairness of it all…. Do the voter want to pay to have children picked-up at their homes and dropped off at their homes.  Discrimination again being the concern of the Board….let it be the will of the people instead of 4 School Board Commissioners making the decision.


It was agreed by the Board that they would meet on September 17th

7:30 p.m. to put together wording for this to be voted on in November.


Questions/concerns that were shared by the guest….



-Why would you have a vote which could be of jeopardy


              to our children?



-Why are you the only Board that does not tape your meetings?



-Was it a vote of the people to transport GI students?   Ans. no 



-How many people want this to be a re-voted item?



-It is important for the Board to have pros and cons in the Islander.



-the board should continually updating the North Hero community



 on happenings at the school…. I.e. re-locations of classrooms, etc,

-a reminder to the board that they were requested to respond in writing to each individual who   signed the communication of August 14, 2008 and that was delivered to North Hero School on August 14, 2008…..and distributed to the School Board.



-the 49% transportation rebate was again referenced.



-safety for the children being taken away.


    Shared.. when a family has a problem with a bus driver – they should


    phone Mountain Transit..


    Andrew Julow shared the Act 68 calculations for transportation..


    South Burlington and Colchester announce their pick-up/drop-off stops.


    Re-locations of rooms..

                Parent        -concern for the carpet smell in room 108… 



           -air quality study to be done in that room



           -concern for children with asthma in room 108.



           -why were students (5/6) moved to that section




 of the building?




-tradition has been for 5/6 to be on the west wing



             of the building.




-students – were they asked how they feel about this




move?




-a parent feels that students do not feel a part of the school



            -re-location of rooms..   smaller?  larger?




-transition for children  - all -  important… it being difficult



             for some of them…  how are we dealing with it?


    It was explained that room 129 (K classroom) does meet


    the State requirements for size.


    Discussion with Selectboard

    Discussion will take place at the next meeting


1st Reading of Policy H5, Visit by Parents, etc.


Superintendent referenced that Andrew Julow was the “driving


force” in the wording of… last paragraph – starting with second


sentence  “Any visitors to the school not complying with the above


procedure will be addressed by the Principal or his or her designee


to inquire as t0 the purpose of the person’s visit.  The Principal or


his or her designee will keep a log showing the names of visitors and the


date, time and purpose of each visit.”


Andrew Julow made a motion to accept the 1st Reading of Policy H5, 


Visit by Parents, etc…. this motion was seconded by Rose Cheeseman..


hearing no further discussion.. this motion was carried 4-0. 


1st Reading of Animal Dissection Policy  Code G13 (Mandatory)

Superintendent referenced that the policy came about.. “to comply


with the requirements of Act 154 of 2008 regarding the right of


students to be excused from participating in or observing activities


involving the dissection or vivisection of animals.”


Board reviewed policy…


Rose Cheeseman made a motion to accept the lst Reading of Animal


Dissection Policy  Code G13 (Mandatory).. this was seconded by


Andrew Julow.. hearing no further discussion.. this motion was carried


4-0.


Board Vacancy

Superintendent Taylor informed the Board that a letter of


resignation has been received by Mario Guerrina.

Superintendent Taylor shared that an ad appeared in The Islander..


August 26, 2008… “School Board Member Needed for North Hero


School Board… send letter of interest to:  Richard Taylor  9/2


The following expressed an interest  to Richard Taylor:



….Bill Biddle



….Nicholas Kinney



….Paul Cheeseman 



Note:  this evening a letter from Larry Dupont was given to the


Board.


The following was discussed…..

· term would be only to March 2009.

· questions should be pointed

· what is the candidates long term goals?

· Etc.

September 17th -  1 hour will be set aside for interviews which

will start at 6:30 P.M.


Superintendent Taylor will set-up interviews with the candidates.


Note:  -interviews will all take place in Executive Session.


           -following the interviews that Board will reconvene their



meeting for bussing discussion.

Board Action


Approval of Bills for Payment

Rose Cheeseman made a motion to approve voucher warrant dated:


September 03, 2008 in the amount of $17,991.18. This motion was


seconded by Jennifer Gariety.. hearing no further discussion.. this


motion was carried 4—0.

Executive Session


Jennifer Gariety made a motion to recess this meeting and to


go into Executive Session for personnel issue.. this motion was


seconded by Rose Cheeseman.. hearing no further discussion


this motion was carried 4-0.


Andrew Julow made a motion to come out of Executive Session


and to reconvene the Board meeting with no action to be taken..


This motion was seconded by Rose Cheeseman.. hearing no further


discussion this motion was carried 4-0.

Agenda Building


Next Meeting -  September 17, 2008


Executive Session:

6:30 P.M. to 7:30 P.M. Interviews  School Board vacancy



Reconvene meeting:



7:30 P.M.  Essex Bus 


Meeting Times

Not discussed this evening.


Building Update

Covered under Principal’s Report

Adjournment


Jennifer Gariety made a motion to adjourn the meeting… this motion was 


seconded by Rose Cheeseman… hearing no further discussion this


motion was carried 4-0…  time of adjournment  9:12 P.M.








Respectfully Submitted,








Jo-Ann Tier

C:  School Board:  Rose/Shelly/Jennifer/Andrew

      Superintendent Taylor

      Principal Bennink

      Town Clerk

       Web Page

       File
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